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Ward reading order is a fundamental concept for understanding the
structure and flow of medieval manuscripts. It refers to the specific order in
which the text is read within a manuscript, which may differ from the
modern left-to-right, top-to-bottom format that we are accustomed to today.

Medieval manuscripts were typically written on parchment or vellum, and
the pages were often arranged in quires, or groups of four leaves. Quires
were then bound together to form a codex, or book. The text was written in
columns, and the columns were read from top to bottom. However, the
order in which the columns were read could vary depending on the
manuscript's design.
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The Two Types of Ward Reading Order

There are two main types of ward reading order: serpentine and
boustrophedon.

Serpentine Reading Order

Serpentine reading order is the most common type of reading order in
medieval manuscripts. It is characterized by a zigzag pattern, with the
reader moving from left to right and then back from right to left in the next
line. This pattern is similar to the movement of a snake, hence the name
"serpentine." See the image below for an example of serpentine reading
order.

Boustrophedon Reading Order

Boustrophedon reading order is less common than serpentine reading
order, but it is still found in some medieval manuscripts. It is characterized
by a back-and-forth pattern, with the reader moving from left to right and
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then back from right to left in the next line, but in a continuous motion
without the zigzag pattern of serpentine reading order. This pattern is
similar to the movement of an ox plowing a field, hence the name
"boustrophedon," which means "ox-turning" in Greek. See the image below
for an example of boustrophedon reading order.

Factors Affecting Ward Reading Order

There are a number of factors that can affect the ward reading order of a
medieval manuscript, including:

The shape of the manuscript: Manuscripts that are tall and narrow
are more likely to have a serpentine reading order, while manuscripts
that are wide and short are more likely to have a boustrophedon
reading order.

The size of the script: Manuscripts that are written in a small script
are more likely to have a serpentine reading order, while manuscripts
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that are written in a large script are more likely to have a
boustrophedon reading order.

The number of columns: Manuscripts that have a large number of
columns are more likely to have a serpentine reading order, while
manuscripts that have a small number of columns are more likely to
have a boustrophedon reading order.

The Importance of Understanding Ward Reading Order

Understanding ward reading order is essential for reading and interpreting
medieval manuscripts. By understanding the way in which the text was
originally intended to be read, readers can gain a deeper understanding of
the manuscript's structure and content. Ward reading order can also help
readers to identify errors and omissions in the text.

Ward reading order is a key concept for understanding the structure and
flow of medieval manuscripts. By understanding the two main types of ward
reading order and the factors that affect it, readers can gain a deeper
understanding of these important historical documents.
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