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The Cid is a classic French play written by Pierre Corneille in 1636. It is
based on the Spanish legend of El Cid Campeador, a medieval knight who
fought against the Moors. The play tells the story of Rodrigo Díaz de Vivar,
a young Spanish nobleman who is torn between his love for a woman and
his duty to his country.

Summary

The play begins with Rodrigo being banished from Spain by King Alfonso
VI after killing the king's favorite, Count Lozano. Rodrigo goes into exile
and becomes a mercenary, leading a band of soldiers against the Moors.
He wins many victories and becomes known as El Cid, the Lord.
Meanwhile, in Spain, Rodrigo's wife, Ximena, is left alone to mourn his
death. She is courted by a wealthy suitor, Count Gormas, but she refuses
his advances.
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One day, Rodrigo returns to Spain in secret and learns of Ximena's plight.
He challenges Count Gormas to a duel and kills him. Ximena is torn
between her love for Rodrigo and her duty to avenge her father's death.
She asks King Alfonso to punish Rodrigo, but the king refuses, recognizing
that Rodrigo is a true hero. In the end, Rodrigo and Ximena are reunited
and they live happily ever after.

Characters

Rodrigo Díaz de Vivar: The protagonist of the play, Rodrigo is a brave
and noble knight who is torn between his love for Ximena and his duty
to his country.

Ximena: Rodrigo's wife, Ximena is a beautiful and virtuous woman
who is torn between her love for Rodrigo and her duty to avenge her
father's death.

Count Lozano: The king's favorite, Lozano is a cruel and arrogant
man who is killed by Rodrigo.

Count Gormas: A wealthy suitor who courts Ximena after Rodrigo's
exile, Gormas is killed by Rodrigo in a duel.

King Alfonso VI: The king of Spain, Alfonso is a wise and just ruler
who recognizes Rodrigo's heroism.

Themes

The Cid explores several important themes, including:

Love and honor: Rodrigo and Ximena's love for each other is tested
by their duty to their country and their families.



Duty and sacrifice: Rodrigo must choose between his love for
Ximena and his duty to fight against the Moors.

Justice and revenge: Ximena must decide whether to avenge her
father's death or to forgive Rodrigo.

The power of love: Rodrigo and Ximena's love for each other
ultimately triumphs over all obstacles.

Historical Context

The Cid is set in Spain during the Middle Ages, a time of great conflict
between Christians and Muslims. The play reflects the social and political
tensions of the time, as well as the ideals of chivalry and honor that were
prevalent in medieval society.

Legacy

The Cid is one of the most famous and beloved plays in the French
language. It has been performed countless times around the world and has
been adapted into several operas and films. The play continues to resonate
with audiences today, thanks to its timeless themes of love, honor, and
duty.

The Cid is a classic work of French literature that tells a timeless story of
love, honor, and duty. The play is a powerful exploration of the human
condition and continues to be relevant to audiences today.
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