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Abbi Waxman's Adult Assembly Required is a poignant and uproarious
novel that examines the intricate dynamics between family members,
especially siblings, as they navigate the complexities of adulthood.
Waxman's skillful storytelling and relatable characters create a captivating
and thought-provoking tale that resonates deeply with readers. This
comprehensive review explores the novel's themes, characters, and
Waxman's unique literary approach.

Themes

Family Relationships

Adult Assembly Required centers around the dysfunctional Weiss family,
consisting of three siblings: Alison, Jesse, and Tony. Waxman masterfully
portrays the complexities of familial relationships, sibling bonds, and
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generational differences. The novel explores themes of love, loyalty,
resentment, and the sacrifices we make for our loved ones.

Sibling Rivalry

Sibling rivalry is a central theme in the novel. The Weiss siblings have a
long history of competition and unresolved issues. Waxman delves into the
psychological and emotional dynamics of sibling relationships, exploring
the ways in which childhood experiences and perceptions shape our adult
interactions.

The Challenges of Adulthood

The novel also explores the challenges of navigating adulthood. The Weiss
siblings face various obstacles, including financial difficulties, career
disappointments, and romantic setbacks. Waxman portrays the struggles
and anxieties associated with becoming an adult and finding our place in
the world.

Characters

Alison Weiss

Alison is the eldest sibling, a successful lawyer who appears to have it all
together. However, beneath her polished exterior lies a deeply insecure and
vulnerable woman wrestling with her own demons.

Jesse Weiss

Jesse is the middle child, a struggling musician who feels overshadowed by
his siblings. He's a passionate and creative individual but struggles with
self-doubt and low self-esteem.



Tony Weiss

Tony is the youngest sibling, a charismatic and charming entrepreneur.
However, he's also irresponsible and often relies on his siblings to bail him
out of trouble.

Literary Style

Waxman's writing style is characterized by its honesty, wit, and emotional
depth. She skillfully employs humor to offset the novel's heavier themes,
creating a balance that keeps the reader engaged and entertained.
Additionally, Waxman's use of first-person narration from the perspectives
of each sibling allows readers to intimately connect with their thoughts and
feelings.
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Cultural Significance

Adult Assembly Required captures the zeitgeist of modern family dynamics
and the challenges faced by millennials as they navigate adulthood. Its
themes of sibling rivalry, familial relationships, and the search for meaning
resonate with a broad audience. The novel has also received critical
acclaim and has been translated into multiple languages.

Abbi Waxman's Adult Assembly Required is a compelling and insightful
novel that delves into the complexities of family relationships and the
challenges of adulthood. Through its relatable characters, thought-
provoking themes, and skillful storytelling, Waxman creates a poignant and
humorous tale that resonates with readers on a deeply personal level. This
novel is a must-read for anyone interested in contemporary fiction, family
dynamics, or the search for meaning in modern life.

“ "Adult Assembly Required is a funny and heartwarming
exploration of family dynamics that will stay with you long

after you finish reading."
- The Washington Post”
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