
603 NHB Modern Plays by Hassan
Abdulrazzak: A Literary Journey into the Heart
of Modern Iraq
: The Significance of 603 NHB

In the annals of modern Iraqi literature, 603 NHB Modern Plays by Hassan
Abdulrazzak stands as a towering achievement, a literary opus that has left
an indelible mark on the cultural landscape of the nation. This
groundbreaking work, published in 2003, encapsulates the complexities
and contradictions of a country grappling with the tumultuous forces of
modernity.
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The title, 603 NHB, is a reference to the street address of the National
Historical Building in Baghdad, where Abdulrazzak's plays were performed.
This choice of title underscores the significance of the theater as a space
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for public discourse and cultural exchange. Moreover, the number 603
carries symbolic weight, representing the number of years since the
founding of Baghdad in 603 CE.
Artistic Vision and Literary Style

Hassan Abdulrazzak, a renowned playwright, novelist, and poet, brought
his keen observation and deep understanding of Iraqi society to the
creation of 603 NHB. His plays are characterized by their experimental
nature, challenging conventional theatrical forms and pushing the
boundaries of dramatic expression.

Abdulrazzak masterfully employs various literary techniques to convey his
messages, including:

Stream of consciousness: His characters' thoughts and emotions
are expressed in an unfiltered, free-flowing manner, offering a glimpse
into their inner workings.

Surrealism: The plays incorporate dreamlike sequences and absurd
elements to explore the subconscious and the irrationality of war and
conflict.

Historical allegory: By drawing parallels between present-day events
and historical occurrences, Abdulrazzak sheds light on the cyclical
nature of power, oppression, and resistance.

Themes and Characters: A Tapestry of Iraqi Life

603 NHB Modern Plays delves into a wide range of themes that are central
to Iraqi society, including:



War and its aftermath: The plays explore the devastating effects of
war on individuals, families, and the nation as a whole, laying bare its
physical, emotional, and psychological toll.

Identity and belonging: The characters grapple with their sense of
identity in a rapidly changing world, navigating cultural traditions,
political ideologies, and the search for personal meaning.

Political corruption and oppression: Abdulrazzak unflinchingly
exposes the violence, corruption, and suppression that have plagued
Iraq.

Social inequality: The plays highlight the stark disparities between
the wealthy and the poor, and the marginalized voices within society.

Historical Context and Political Impact

603 NHB Modern Plays was written and performed during a tumultuous
period in Iraqi history, marked by the U.S. invasion and occupation. The
plays reflect the political and social upheavals of the time, serving as a
testament to the resilience and indomitable spirit of the Iraqi people.

Abdulrazzak's plays have had a profound impact on Iraqi society, sparking
public debate, challenging taboos, and fostering a greater understanding of
the complexities of the Iraqi experience. They have also gained
international recognition, being translated into English, French, German,
and other languages.

Critical Acclaim and Legacy

603 NHB Modern Plays has received widespread critical acclaim for its
literary merit and its powerful portrayal of modern Iraq. Abdulrazzak's work
has been hailed as:



"A masterpiece of modern theater that speaks to the human condition
in times of war and conflict."

"A fearless and unflinching exploration of the complexities of Iraqi
society."

"A literary tour de force that captures the essence of a nation in
transition."

: A Literary Landmark

603 NHB Modern Plays by Hassan Abdulrazzak stands as a monumental
work of modern Iraqi literature, a literary landmark that has shaped the
nation's cultural landscape. Through its experimental form, profound
themes, and unforgettable characters, the plays offer a deep and
multifaceted exploration of the human experience in the face of adversity.

As Iraq continues to navigate the challenges of the 21st century, Hassan
Abdulrazzak's 603 NHB remains a powerful reminder of the transformative
power of art, the indomitable spirit of the Iraqi people, and the enduring
search for meaning in an ever-changing world.
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